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Division 31: Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, $732 000 — 
Ms S.E. Winton, Chair. 

Mr J.R. Quigley, Attorney General. 

Mr M.C. Alder, Assistant to the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission. 

Miss L. Markussen, Ministerial Liaison Officer, Office of the Attorney General. 

Mr J. Lee, Principal Policy Adviser, Office of the Attorney General. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
the following day. 

It is the intention of the Chair to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that both 
questions and answers are short and to the point. The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will be 
restricted to discussion of those items for which a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated account. Questions 
must be clearly related to a page number, item, program or amount in the current division. Members should give 
these details in preface to their question. If a division or service is the responsibility of more than one minister, 
a minister shall only be examined in relation to their portfolio responsibilities. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee rather than asking that the question 
be put on notice for the next sitting week. I ask the minister to clearly indicate what supplementary information he 
agrees to provide and I will then allocate a reference number. If supplementary information is to be provided, 
I seek the minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the principal clerk by Friday, 29 September 
2017. I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice through the online questions system. 

I give the call to the member for Hillarys. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: My questions relate to the dot point under “Significant Issues Impacting the Agency” 
on page 473. It states — 

The Hon Michael Murray AM QC’s five-year term as Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission ends on 31 December 2017. A formal recruitment process has been initiated with the 
Attorney General … 

Is it the intention of the government to appoint a parliamentary inspector for a further five-year term or for some 
other period less than five years? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: We would have thought it would be a five-year term but we have not settled on that. 
I understand that the appointment process requires three names to be put forward. It would be subject to age and 
availability. A number of these appointments are coming up. With the budget process, we have not settled on those. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It requires the concurrence of a parliamentary committee. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Given the statement of the member for Cottesloe that an appointment of a new 
parliamentary inspector requires the bipartisan support of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, will the Attorney General be consulting with the opposition when considering appointments 
to this position as parliamentary inspector? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I always intend to consult on those matters. It is a very important office of the Parliament 
performing a very important function over a statutory authority that oversees parliamentary members. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: In the recruitment process, is assistance being provided by the Public Sector Commission 
or is there an external recruitment agency or some organisation or process working on the recruitment process? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The Solicitor-General. The people who are really eligible include retired Supreme Court 
judges, which Mr Michael Murray was; he is a retired Supreme Court judge. He was a senior puisne judge for 
a while. We are talking about an extraordinarily small group of people. Some of them want to devote their time to 
their grandchildren and are not interested in helping. There is a ring around a very small group of people and then 
three names come up and there is consultation with the opposition. There has never been a problem in the past. 
I think we have had three outstanding inspectors in Mr Malcolm McCusker, QC, followed by Mr Chris Steytler, 
the former president of the Court of Appeal, and now Mr Michael Murray, who was the head puisne judge. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The parliamentary committee had a view that it should be the inspector. When I was 
Premier, I at least had a view that it definitely should not appoint the inspector. 
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Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: They should be consulted. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They can be consulted but the right of appointment relies on the Premier. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Effectively, the Solicitor-General is the appointment committee — 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: He is the scout. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Based on that, I imagine there are no additional costs. He is not getting a bonus for 
the job that he is doing. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: No. It is the same as when we appoint a judge. He rings around and consults with everyone 
on the Attorney’s behalf. I do not ring anyone. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
Meeting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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